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Subject: Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2013 – 2014 Frequently Asked Questions
This memo is intended to serve as clarification regarding the procedures that must be followed for the Price Lunch Equity (PLE) calculations.
Frequently asked questions:

1) What is the Equity in School Lunch Pricing Provision?

The Price Lunch Equity is a requirement that is part of the 2010 Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act (HHFKA).It was effective July 1, 2011. It ensures that sufficient funds are provided to the nonprofit school food service account for lunches served to students not eligible for free or reduced price meals. There are two ways to meet this requirement: either through gradually raising the prices charged for “paid” lunches or through providing an equivalent amount of funds from non-Federal sources to the nonprofit school food service account. 
2) What do I need to do with the PLE tool?
The PLE calculations are required annually through the use of the PLE tool. LEAs were instructed to save the PLE tool when it first became a requirement in FY 2011. Only shaded cells in the tool are required for data entry. Other cells that are protected or that ask for a password, are for calculations or total to show. Therefore, no data should be entered in these cells. Detailed instructions are provided in the PLE tool, first tab. New staff or personnel that need a refresher can access the PLE webinar in SNEARS under the Training tab that provides step by step instructions on how to do the PLE calculations. The Power Point slides for this webinar are also available in SNEARS under Resources, Training Presentations Category. If you are completing the PLE tool for the first time, please save the tool for future years, as it is an annual requirement.
3) What is new this year as it refers to the PLE tool/calculations?
New this year are; 
a) the expanded definition of non-federal sources

Some examples of non-federal sources applicable to NJ are:

1) General fund in the case of Nonpublic schools

2) Funds provided by organizations for any paid meals (i.e. PTO picks up the difference for the paid meals)

3) Revenue from board of education dinner meeting or catering event as well as any profit from vending machines that are not in competition with school meals. (If the catering operates out of the nonprofit food service account, then only the profit could count as nonfederal funds).
and
b) LEAs may request an exemption from the State Agency, to the paid lunch revenue requirements if the LEA; has been certified as meeting the meal pattern requirements, and can demonstrate, (through profit and loss statements or other documentation supporting that the food service account is operating at a profit), that the required increase to paid lunch prices would cause the LEA to exceed the three-month operating balance limit. 
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